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Course Description   

Ramp Up to Algebra is a course designed to address student misunderstandings about 

mathematics concepts and processes. It employs a variety of methods to ensure a successful and 

fun experience for learners.  This course may be different from mathematics courses that you 

have seen in the past, in that there is less emphasis on memorizing rules and more emphasis on 

thinking, problem solving, reasoning, and understanding the mathematics. The approaches used 

in this course include cooperative learning, mathematical modeling, scientific and graphing 

calculators, writing to learn mathematics, and student presentations.  Our goal is to educate by 

doing. 

 

Goals for Student Learning   

The structure of the classroom is based on a set of rituals and routines that puts responsibility on 

the student and the focus on student work. A Daily Workshop Model will be used to allow 

students to explore and master seven student modules. The course is designed to be daily and 

when students have completed the course, they will be ready to take the Intro to Algebra/ 

Algebra Common Core aligned course the next year. 

 

Textbook and Materials   

This class will be using the Cognitive Tutor Algebra textbook and resources. Each student will 

be supplied with a 3 ring binder with dividers that will stay in the classroom. Students should 

come prepared to class each day with a pencil. 

 

 

Course Outline 

Unit 1 – Patterns and Multiple Representations 

Unit 2 – Proportional Reasoning, Percents, and Direct Variation 

Unit 3 – Solving Linear Equations 

Unit 4 – Linear Functions and Inequalities 

Unit 5 – Writing and Graphing Linear Equations 

Unit 6 – Lines of Best Fit 

Unit 7 – Systems of Equations 

Unit 8 – Properties of Exponents. 

 

 



HCPS Grading Policy 
 

Examples of Product, Process, and Practice 

PRODUCT (50%) 

Culminating Demonstration 

of Knowledge 

PROCESS (30%) 

Addressing Specific  

Short-Term 

Learning Outcomes 

PRACTICE (20%) 

Building Attitudes,  

Habits, and Skills 

Does it measure how well 

students achieved specific 

learning goals, standards, and/or 

competencies? 

Does it provide feedback to 

students regarding growth 

towards the attainment of 

specific learning goals, standards 

and competencies? 

Does it allow students to practice 

skills and/or reinforce content 

learning? 

• Primarily completed in 

presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Primarily completed in 

presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 

• Graded for completion and 

participation 

 

**Extra credit will not be given for non-academic purposes** 

Absent Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class periods 

equal to the number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up assignments 

without penalty. 

Late Work Policy 

All assignments should be submitted on time in order to earn full credit. Any assignment, 

(product, process, or practice) will be allowed to be turned in late for one letter grade deduction 

from the grade a student earns on the assignment. In order to earn credit for late assignments, 

students must submit assignments by the end of the day on Wednesday (except for the last week 

of the quarter) following the designated HAC update. Students are only able to submit 

assignments that have an established due date within the grading window before the designated 

HAC update. Assignment that are turned in for late credit will be identified by a footnote in HAC 

to include a statement about the deduction of a letter grade due to the lateness of the assignment. 

Grading Window Designated HAC Update Late Work Due Date 

September 8- September 24 September 24 September 29 

September 27- October 13 October 13 October 20 

October 14- October 29 October 29 November 5 (Friday) 

November 8- November 19 November 19 November 24 

November 22- December 10 December 10 December 15 

December 13- January 13 January 13 January 21 (Friday) 

January 24- February 11 February 11 February 16 

February 14- February 25 February 25 March 2 

February 28- March 11 March 11 March 16 

March 14- March 25 March 25 March 31 (Thursday) 

April 1- April 22 April 22 April 27 

April 25- May 6 May 6 May 11 

May 11- May 20 May 20 May 25  



Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is taking responsibility for the quality and completion of one's own work.  

Academic dishonesty is taking someone else’s work and claiming it as one’s own.  Students at 

Bel Air High School are responsible for knowing what is considered to be Academic Dishonesty 

and the subsequent consequences.  More information can be found in the BAHS Student Planner. 
 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 

1. Each student will be expected to arrive to class on time. 

2. At the beginning of class, students will gather their necessary materials, and begin 

working on the Warm Up for the day.  A Warm Up Sheet will record problems for each 

lesson and will isolate and practice many mathematical skills that students often 

misunderstand.  These will be graded daily, and the sheet will be collected after four are 

completed and recorded as a practice grade. 

3. While students are completing the Warm Up, homework will be evaluated.  Grading will 

be at the discretion of the teacher – sometimes for accuracy, sometimes for completion.  

Proof that all problems have been attempted by you must be demonstrated.  All work for 

each problem must be shown or no credit will be given.  Students will not be permitted to 

return to lockers to retrieve homework, or other necessary materials not brought to class. 

4. There is classroom “Accountable Talk” where students are expected to use the language 

of mathematics in everyday math talk and presenting their mathematical ideas to the 

class. The teacher directs the students' work, moving them away from misconceptions to 

sound mathematical reasoning. Questions like, "Say why this is true" and "Is it always 

true or sometimes true?" are at the heart of developing mathematical thinking.  

5. A brief review is given on the day of a quiz, and a test review is given the class before the test. If 

you are only absent for the review, you will still be required to take the test with the rest of the 

class. Since this is a two-credit course, a midterm will be given at the end of first and third 

quarter, and a final will be given at the end of second and fourth quarter.  

6. Students will be expected to refrain from talking to others during instruction, unless specific 

group work has been assigned.  If you are talking, not only does this hinder your ability to 

participate, but it may also affect others around you.  You are expected to remain in an upright 

position during class.  Students must be an active participant in their learning, so sleeping in 

class will not be tolerated. 
 

Cell Phone Policy 

• Students will place their cellphones in a teacher designated area as they enter each 

classroom. Teachers will review with students the specific location for each room.  The 

phones will remain in the teacher designated area unless teachers explicitly tell students 

to take out the phones for instructional use.  

• Cellphones will remain in the teacher designated area during bathroom visits, assemblies 

and trips to the nurse/counseling office/main office.  

• Cellphones will be retrieved from the teacher designated area at the end of class at the 

direction of the teacher.  

• School-appropriate cellphone use is permitted during class changes and lunch.  Students 

are not permitted to make phone calls during school hours.  

• If the cell phone policy is violated, it is a referable offense.    



Teacher Contact Information  

• Students are welcome to visit room A203 for additional support before/during homeroom 

(with a pass) and from 2:00 – 2:20 pm every school day. Additional help and parent-

teacher conferences are also available upon appointment.  

• Maria.Reed@hcps.org 

• Denae.Clark@hcps.org  

• School Phone:  410-638-4600  
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